8. számú melléklet: Tips - How to prepare for Use of English tests and exams

Tips - How to prepare for Use of English tests and exams
1. Study carefully the possible task types of your test/exam. 

2. Search for practice tests on the internet and exam preparation books.

3. Find out if there are past papers of your exam published and use them for practising.
4. Before starting to answer the questions, leaf through the whole paper and take a cursory look at the tasks; a lot of people like to start with the task that seems the easiest.
5. Read the instructions very carefully. It is very easy to do something different from what you are expected to do. You don’t want to lose points over such silly things.
6. Don’t get scared of the unknown words in the texts; most probably you’ll be able to guess the approximate meaning. It is also possible that you won’t need these words for answering the questions.
7. Before starting to deal with a text-based task, read the whole text first. By the time you start dealing with the first question you will have a rather clear picture of what message and content the text communicates (e.g. time, order of events, relationships). This information will make it much easier to answer the questions.
8. Be patient and plan your preparation period. Set specific aims for each day. It might also be a good idea to record what you’ve done in a practice journal. It is good to see tangible evidence of your preparation work.
9. Last but not least, do not forget that everything you do in English, all kinds of oral and written communication, all comprehensible language input (e.g. reading, listening, watching films) will contribute to the development of accurate and appropriate language use.

